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To Our Visiting Webelos and their Parents

Troop 505 is a camping troop of more than 40 active boys and several adult leaders.  We have been chartered through St. Vincent De Paul Catholic Church for about 50 years.  We meet every Tuesday night from 7:30 to 8:45 p.m. at the Scout House, September through May.

We have a fun and exciting rank advancement program.  Scouts work on rank advancements and merit badges at each weekly meeting and campout.  Our goal is to provide a structure that will allow a Scout to have fun and advance toward the rank of Eagle by participating in our regularly scheduled meetings.  

The goal of our Troop Committee is to help our boys structure meetings that offer a new Scout the legitimate opportunity to earn the Tenderfoot rank prior to attending Summer Camp, First Class by December of that same year, and Star before they attend their second summer camp.  These are aggressive target dates but it helps us focus on rank advancement as the Scouts have fun in our meetings.      

Scouts that participated in our recent Troop programs offered in the past two years had the opportunity to earn the following merit badges:  First Aid, Genealogy, Personal Management, Family Life, Fire Safety, Shotgun and Rifle Shooting, Plumbing, Fingerprinting, Fishing, Canoeing, Climbing, Astronomy, Water Skiing, Animal Science, Farm Mechanics and Motor Boating, all through Troop activities and many others through participation in Winter and Summer Camp plus Merit Badge Fairs.  At our most recent Court of Honor, Troop 505 scouts earned over 75 merit badges and other awards.

Scouts run Troop 505.  The Troop is divided into Patrols consisting of groups of approximately 8-10 boys.  The Patrols are grouped together by age and friends.  The boys elect their leaders who serve about 6 months.

Troop 505 Scouts are trained.  Each year, the troop provides at least one junior leader training course per year for all of our elected boy leaders.  The program follows a national BSA syllabus and is run by the adult and senior scout leaders in the troop.  The next one is scheduled for December of 2004.

The Troop Committee has established a “Right of Passage” for Scouts who reach the age of 13 and have obtained the rank of First Class.  Scouts who show the potential to become great leaders and are mature of enough are offered the opportunity to attend the National Youth Leader Training Course offered by the Sam Houston Area Council at Troop Expense.  This a week long course where Scouts are formed into Patrols with other Scouts from all over the Sam Houston Area Council and are taught presentation skills, critical thinking, leadership skills, and how to operate a Boy Scout Troop.  We expect our Scouts who attend this course to return to the Troop to lead and participate at a much higher level than before.  Last summer, we had two of our scouts complete this court.  This summer, we have at least one boy who will participate in the course at Camp Strake.

Troop 505 Adult Leaders are trained.  We also encourage all of our adult leaders and anyone on the troop committee to be formally trained.  In addition to the basic training courses offered by the Council for all of the various leadership positions, five of our adult leaders, including our scoutmaster, troop committee chair and three assistant scoutmasters have received Wood Badge training, the highest training available to adults in scouting.  Indeed, many of our adult leaders are on the staff of various council training teams and they volunteer at the district and council levels in various positions.

Troop 505 Scouts go camping.  Troop 505 camps one weekend every month from September through May.  We go to Scout Camps, National Forests, State Parks, Private Ranches, and many other places.  We will camp anywhere within a reasonable distance where we can build a campfire.   Typical camping activities have included swimming, hiking, pioneering, canoeing, fishing, and general fun and games.

Every summer we go to summer camp.  We have camped at Camp Pioneer and Camp Orr in Arkansas, Buffalo Trails Scout Ranch in the Davis Mountains of West Texas, a Scout Camp near Pueblo, Colorado, Camp Tom Hale, in Oklahoma, and El Rancho Cima near Wimberly, Texas.  In the summer of 2005, we will be returning to Buffalo Trails.  In addition, we try to schedule at least one “high adventure” trip per year for our older scouts.  In 2001, we went to the Boundary Waters in Northern Minnesota, and went again in 2004. In 2002 we went to the Boy Scout Sea Base in the Florida Keys, and our plan is to return in 2006.  In 2003, we went to Philmont Scout Ranch, in New Mexico (the ultimate for any scout) and we are going again in 2005.  So, as you can see, we love high adventure.

Every winter we go to winter camp.  Yes, that’s right – winter camp.  This is a fabulous opportunity for the boys to enjoy camping only 40 miles or so from Houston.  We have traditionally gone north to Camp Strake each winter from December 26 – 31.  The amazing camp is great fun and gives our scouts the opportunity to earn 4-5 merit badges.  This year, we are going south to Camp Karankawa for the same great opportunity.

We hope you will join us.  Our Scouts make new friends, participate in activities and go places they otherwise would not have the opportunity to do so outside of Scouting.  More importantly they have a tremendous amount of fun. 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact our Scoutmaster, Rudy Dismuke, at 713-662-2508 (rdismuke@houston.rr.com), or our Troop Committee Chair, Tad Halbach, at 713-660-8405 (tad_halbach@justex.net).

The Scouts of Troop 505!!! 

